MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday December 10th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Martin Grimes, Carol Meads, Graddon Rowlands ,Christine Stanier, Melanie Sockett, Mike Sockett, Peter Stevens, Michael Thompson, Gil Williams and John Smith.
1. APOLOGIES  were received from Richard Barry and Derrick Fawsitt.
	1208/2.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. 39 Broad Street – following the Society’s objections, SKDC has recommended that the shop front is re-instated; the indication of the doorway remains; and the window is not replaced.
2. 7 & 8 Brownes’s Hospital – internal alterations to modernise 2 kitchens – no objection.

3. 2 Red Lion Square – signage -  GMG to write to express the opinion that a retrospective planning application is inadequate. JS also suggested that GMG might write to the owners, encouraging them to look after the Victorian secular stained glass window inside the building.
4. 14 & 15 Lumby’s Terrace – internal refurbishment to 2 derelict properties – no objection, and the Society welcomes the sympathetic restoration of any of the town’s empty buildings.
5. 3 Truesdale Hospital – internal alterations to modernise kitchen – JS will check the 1979 plans. CS will locate them at the Museum.
6. 2 Broad Street – following an objection from the Society, the owners’ appeal has been dismissed. The wall will have to be re-instated.

Following a suggestion from GMG, it was agreed that all committee members would receive planning applications by e-mail, mainly for information purposes.

It was also agreed that GMG would archive each property on to a CD, a copy of which would be given to the Museum. It was also agreed that GMG would download and archive one full scale paper copy of each application.
	Action

GMG
CS/JS

GMG

	1208/3.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Schools: The Deputy Head of Malcolm Sargent Primary School, Tim Cox, has proposed a partnership agreement with the Society. Terms of Reference and a letter to parents will be re-drafted by CM with assistance from GMG and MelS and will be circulated to the committee. The first project will be a competition for the children to design a logo and a name for this partnership, which will feature on the school’s and the Society’s website. An awards’ event will take place at the school in February.
New Horizons’ Meeting at Stamford College: GMG was not able after all to attend the meeting.

MJS will attempt to find a named person involved with the “Creative Design and Print” company, so that GMG can write regarding the eyesore of the large red sign on the Meadows.


	GMG/CM/MelS

MJS



	1208/4.0
	NEWSLETTER

GW thanked committee members for their helpful comments regarding the newsletter, including:

· Photos badly printed and slightly blurred

· Print too small and light for comfortable reading by some members

· The need for highlighting of the autumn lecture.

George Mackie has intimated that he will refuse to continue to design the newsletter if the current logo remains. As the logo was accepted by the committee 3 years ago, it was agreed that GW would ask him if he would incorporate the logo in to his own design. The historical background would be explained by PS.

The next newsletter was already taking shape.
	GW/PS

	1208/5.0
	MARKETING PLANS

Membership Form: Orlando Rock has provided copy.

After a lively discussion, it was agreed that the tick boxes for members’ ages should remain but their completion would be optional.

MG agreed that the Society can afford to include stamped addressed envelopes with the form. He also commented that the membership fee can not be altered until the next AGM.

No decision was reached as to whether membership cards should be reintroduced for new members. 

CM would welcome any comments regarding the draft forms.
	CM

	1208/6.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES

PS indicated that the work to raise the level of the Castle Site board will go ahead within the next 10 days.

PS will report back at the next meeting regarding the cost of placing a stone platform around the board at St. Leonard’s Priory.


	PS



	1208/7.0


	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS

Awards: GMG will e-mail the shortlist of possible candidates to the committee for agreement at the next meeting. In addition to the craftsman and restoration awards, we might offer one for open space projects. The craftsman award will go to the milestone on Red Lion Square, the award to be jointly between the Designer and the stone carver. GR to check who did the carving.

PS volunteered to book the Arts Centre for the ceremony, scheduled for February 12th. It was agreed that this time there would be drinks and nibbles rather than a sit-down meal to reduce costs and encourage members to circulate. Tickets would be free, available from MelS.

Events: GR has arranged the following outings:

Guided tour of Peterborough Cathedral at 3pm on March 17th. Tickets (£3.50) to be available from MG. (Suggestion that the tour could be followed by Evensong and a meal at Pizza Express – not included in the event price)
Return visit to Barnsdale Garden: the date still has to be fixed.

Tour of Uppingham School: Tuesday 9 June at 5pm. Limited to 25 members. Tickets (£3.50) to be available from MG.

GR also suggested a midsummer picnic at St. Leonard’s Priory with a hog roast. This would be arranged for a weekend or evening so that members who worked on weekdays could attend.

GR has not been able to obtain a return visit to Irnham Hall. MT suggested Ellis House at Great Ponton might be an alternative venue.

	GMG
PS
GR

MelS
MG
MG


	1208/8.0

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

GMG will be talking to Stamford Town Council on 16 December, and to Stamford Rotary Club in the near future.
GMG has been updating the website. GW will provide GMG with an electronic version of the newsletter so that this can be added too.
GR was concerned about the erosion by salt of stonework in the town. It was suggested that RB might be able to raise this issue again via the Urban Group.

	GMG
GMG/GW
GR/RB


	1208/9.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 14th January at the Museum at 7.15pm.
	


MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday November 12th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Richard Barry, Derrick Fawsitt, Martin Grimes, Carol Meads, Christine Stanier, Melanie Sockett, Mike Sockett, Peter Stevens. Michael Thompson was welcomed to his first meeting as a committee member.

1. APOLOGIES  were received from Graddon Rowlands and Gil Williams

	1108/2.0
	PLANS RECEIVED
1. 40-40a St. Paul’s Street – demolition of some buildings and erection of 2 shops with flats above  and arch through to several dwellings – Society objects to gated premises; the too restricted parking space; dormer windows breaching eaves’ line; no downpipes; and suggests a simpler design.

2. Barn Hill House – replacement of wall pedestal bracket and lantern – no objection.

3. 2 Red Lion Square – repainting of shop front and internal alterations: GMG will forward plans to John Smith for his opinion. 

4. 2 St. Mary’s Place – alterations to create self-contained granny annexe with minimum disruption to existing structures – no objection.

5. Pavement café licences – for Periwig (2 tables and 4 chairs; 12 noon to 3pm) and Costa Coffee (5 tables and 10 chairs; 10am to 4pm) – no objections but will be monitored.

6. 66 High Street St. Martin’s – the SKDC Enforcement Officer has contacted GMG to indicate that the case is likely to go to court and the Society was thanked for its help.
	Action



	1108/3.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Schools: CM has contacted Junior School Heads; four out of five have shown interest in the project. The Deputy Head of Malcolm Sargent Primary School has proposed a partnership agreement with the Society. It was agreed that CM, GMG and MelS would meet with him to discuss this plan further., and report back.
After several committee members had sifted through the Society’s material at the Museum, there were still two boxes remaining which needed more sorting and these would be kept in GMG’s loft for safe-keeping.

Skateboard Park: the Society had not made a formal objection to the siting of the Skateboard Park but had only raised the concerns of a Society member. GMG reported that at the recent Town Partnership meeting the vote was unanimous that the proposed site was the right one.
	CM/GMG/MelS



	1108/4.0
	NEWSLETTER

GW was congratulated for her efforts in producing the latest newsletter.

As GW was not present, it was agreed that any comments about it should be sent directly to her.
	

	1108/5.0
	MARKETING PLANS
CM presented the draft membership application form for comments. GMG asked that a draft version for existing members should be produced and sent out in its raw state before Christmas. 

PS will make enquiries about photographs for this form.
	CM/RB/GW/MelS

PS



	1108/6.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES

PS was congratulated for his work in providing the information board on the Meadows.

There had been publicity for it in the “Stamford Mercury” and plenty of local interest.

PS thinks the level of the board is too low and is arranging to meet with the welding company.

PS is also concerned that there may be a need for a stone platform around the board at St. Leonard’s Priory to prevent contractors getting too close; he will ask for quotes and report back.

PS reported that the query concerning insurance had been resolved now with Burghley House Preservation Trust.
	PS

PS 

	1108/7.0
	THE ARCH – ST. PAUL’S STREET
MS had not been contacted by the architect since the last meeting, but GMG would attend a college New Horizons’ meeting in mid-November.
	GMG


	1108/8.0

	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS
Nov. 20th Wolfgang Buttress talk: GMG reported that the Society has bought a projector, which will be used at the meeting. CS will still provide the screen and stand.

GR and PS will arrange to provide wine and glasses for this talk.

As only 35 tickets had been sold, it was agreed that MG would supply the names and MelS would provide all committee members with the names of those members who had not yet bought tickets so that they could be encouraged to come along.

Events: GR was arranging a visit to Peterborough in March; a visit to Uppingham School; a visit to the Newby’s house and gardens in spring 2009; and an autumn talk about the organisation of Burghley Horse Trials.

GMG indicated that we still needed to find another speaker and a summer visit venue for 2009.

Awards: GMG will e-mail the list of possible candidates to the committee for discussion at the next meeting.
	CS
GR/PS

MG/MelS

GR

GMG



	1108/9.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Hertford Civic Society have asked us to lead a guided walk for 30 of their members on May 20th 2009. 
PS stated that Elizabeth Bates from Heritage Lincolnshire wished to have dialogue with the Society and would meet with GMG.

MS commented on the eyesore of the large red sign for the “Creative Design and Print” company on the Meadows. It was agreed that GMG would write to the company.

MG commented that he had contacted the Town Council to complain about the poor state of the Vence Walk sign.

It was agreed that a book token would be given by the Society to Pam Sharpe in recognition of her many years of service on the Society’s committee.
	GMG

GMG

	1108/10.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 10th December at the Museum at 7.15pm.
	


MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday October 8th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Richard Barry, Carol Meads, Graddon Rowlands, Christine Stanier,  Melanie Sockett, Peter Stevens and Gil Williams

1. APOLOGIES  were received from Derrick Fawsitt, Martin Grimes and Mike J.Sockett .

	1008/2.0
	PLANS RECEIVED
1. Lady Anne’s Hotel – replacement of spotlights. Society had no objections to their replacement by lanterns.

2. 21/22 All Saints’ Street (Brewery) – internal alterations to create a manager’s flat. No objections.

3. 31 Broad Street (Petra) – additional signage (for new kitchen showroom in the old bakehouse down the lane). Society suggested that this would lead to inappropriate clutter on the side of the building and suggested that a combined sign would be more appropriate.

4. 66 High Street St. Martin’s – The Enforcement Officer has contacted GMG stating that there is a legal case thanks to the photographs of the interior provided by the previous owner and the witness statement of a local architect. 
	Action



	1008/3.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Events’ programme: CM has obtained a list of the town’s junior school Heads and has been advised to contact them initially by phone then by follow-up letter. MS offered to assist. It was agreed they should be invited to a relaxed early evening meeting to discuss using the Society as a resource.

GMG had contacted the Dublin architect, Ciaran O’Connor, who has not yet replied because of pressure of work. 
	CM/MS



	1008/4.0
	AGM ISSUES 
Approximately 80 had attended the AGM and it was agreed that the meeting had gone well.
	

	1008/5.0
	MARKETING PLANS
As agreed, the top priority was to update the membership form. CM will e-mail a checklist to the committee.

The Society will be benchmarked against Lincoln and Market Harborough societies.

Corporate membership; local business sponsorship; and a subscription discount for two members at the same address were suggested.
	CM



	1008/6.0
	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS
Details about the November talk would be in the newsletter. It may be necessary to write names on the tickets, and there should be someone on the door.

GMG has invited committee members and their partners, plus Planning sub-committee members, and Orlando and Miranda Rock, to a drinks’ party at 6pm on December 3rd. All the committee members extended offers of help, and thanks.

GR suggested events including: a trip to Peterborough Cathedral; a trip to Uppingham School; a summer visit to a village; autumn talks on A Year at Tolethorpe, and the organisation of Burghley Horse Trials; and a Sunday opening for Society members of the Eco House garden. Various suggestions for guest speakers were raised and they would be followed up.

Awards: Following a lively discussion, GMG would e-mail committee members with a request for suitable recipients.
	

	1008/7.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES

GMG will write to the Mayor of the Town Council, indicating that the councillors’ objections to the content and siting of the information boards planned for St. Leonard’s Priory and Stamford Castle site are ill informed. 

The installation date will be fixed for late October.
Further amendments were required before the Society would agree to sign the agreement with Burghley House Preservation Trust.  PS would be in contact.
	GMG
PS

	1008/8.0
	THE ARCH – ST. PAUL’S STREET
MJS has been in contact with the New College Stamford architect and GMG received a letter from the Principal indicating that it was planned that the arch would be incorporated into the new build.
	

	1008/9.0
	NEWSLETTER

GW has arranged for 300 copies of a condensed version of the newsletter to be printed in order to stay within the £650 budget. GW will liaise with MS regarding labels and stationery. They will be ready to be mailed out in mid-October.
	GW

	1008/10.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Four committee members will meet at Stamford Museum on 11th November at 2pm to sift through some of the Society’s material which is currently kept in Museum archives.

Following a letter to GMG from a local resident regarding his concerns about the placement of the skateboarding park, it was agreed that GMG would raise this objection with the Town Partnership and the Skateboarding committee, and ask for an examination of alternative locations.

Following a letter from Judith Cornwell regarding the incidences of graffiti in the town, GMG will write to SKDC.

GMG will be on holiday from October 17th to November 4th. It was agreed that MS will check the PO box number while she is away and contact JS if there are any planning applications to be considered.

GMG showed the committee the two books mentioned by the speaker at the AGM: “Experiencing Architecture” by Rasmussen, and “The Classical Language of Architecture” by Summerson and suggested they could be purchased at a competitive rate from bookdepository.co.uk
	GMG

GMG

MS/JS

	
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 12th November at the Museum at 7.15pm.
	


MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday September 10th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Derrick Fawsitt, Christine Stanier, Richard Barry, Martin Grimes, Carol Meads, Melanie Sockett, Peter Stevens and Gil Williams

1. APOLOGIES  were received from Graddon Rowlands and Mike Sockett .

	0908/2.0
	PLANS RECEIVED
1. The Crown Hotel – replacement gates. Society suggested that it would be better to leave the wooden gates as they are. 

2. 52 High Street St. Martin’s – alteration of outbuildings to become an annexe. No objections as the garden was being retained and the car park was not being extended.

3. 39 Broad Street – change of sign to bright orange (for new Indian Take-Away). Society suggested that this colour would be inappropriate in this street; that the fascia might be wholly removed and replaced; and that the extra lighting they proposed would be excessive.

4. 66 High Street St. Martin’s – GMG has sent various photographs of the interior provided by the previous owner to the relevant authorities.

5. 2 St. Mary’s Place – creation of self-contained flat. No objections.

6. 9 High Street - internal alterations and alteration of yard. No objections.

7. Samuel Smith’s had written to GMG to ask for names of local artists who might be commissioned to paint a new sign for St. Mary’s Vaults’ public house. GMG had responded.


	Action



	0908/3.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Despite the Society’s objections, planning permission had been granted for the proposed alterations to Clare Lodge. 

Events’ programme and awards: CM has obtained a list of the town’s junior school Heads and is seeking advice as to the best method of contacting them.


	

	0908/4.0
	AGM ISSUES 
GMG has ordered a projector, which will arrive in time for the AGM.

A screen is available but CS will provide a stand, on loan from the Museum.

Adnams will provide the wine and 100 glasses.

Committee members were reminded to arrive in good time to meet and greet the members. CM will provide name tags for the AGM.

It was agreed that the cost of GMG’s lunch with the Guest Speaker should be borne by the Society.

Orlando Rock will be asked to chair the proceedings until the officers have been appointed.

Pam Sharp has tendered her resignation from the Committee. She was thanked for her long service.

Michael Thompson, a partner/consultant with Richardson’s Estate Agents, is interested in joining the committee and will be nominated at the AGM.

The following officers were proposed and seconded for election for 2008/09:

Chairman: Gwyneth Gibbs: proposed by Martin Grimes, seconded by Peter Stevens

Treasurer: Martin Grimes: proposed by Derrick Fawsitt, seconded by Christine Stanier

Secretary & Membership Secretary: Melanie Sockett: proposed by Gwyneth Gibbs, seconded by Martin Grimes

Committee Members:

Richard Barry: proposed by Peter Stevens, seconded by Carol Meads

Derrick Fawsitt: proposed by Melanie Sockett, seconded by Christine Stanier

Carol Meads: proposed by Richard Barry, seconded by Gil Williams

Christine Stanier: proposed by Martin Grimes, seconded by 

Melanie Sockett

Peter Stevens: proposed by Gil Williams, seconded by Gwyneth Gibbs

Mike Sockett: proposed by Christine Stanier, seconded by Richard Barry

Graddon Rowlands: proposed by Gil Williams, seconded by Carol Meads

Gil Williams: proposed by Carol Meads, seconded by Derrick Fawsitt


	CS

CM



	0908/5.0
	MARKETING PLANS
CM provided an updated version of the draft Marketing  Plan for discussion. It was agreed that the top priority was to update the membership form. 

CM, GW and RB will visit St. John’s Church to explore the possibility of having signage outside the church.

CM agreed to update the Wikipedia entry re Stamford and include a link to the Society’s website.

Future plans included developing the website and adding a counter; checking where else promotional material could be seen by residents; and producing a Christmas card in 2009. 


	CM,GW, RB

CM



	0908/6.0
	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS
It was agreed that MG would sell tickets (at £3.50) to members only for the talk on November 20th at Browne’s Hospital.


	MG



	0908/7.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES

GMG spoke at the Stamford Town Partnership meeting on 
September 8th and robustly defended the siting and content of the information boards planned for St. Leonard’s Priory and Stamford Castle site.

Following the next Town Council meeting on September 15th, the Mayor will contact GMG.

Meanwhile, PS will e-mail the list of those who contributed to the boards’ content to GMG.

Further amendments were required before the Society would agree to sign the agreement with Burghley House Preservation Trust.

It was discovered that the cost of a plaque was now estimated at £1,000. No decision about plaques for the town will be made until after GMG addresses the Town Council again in December.

Following a request from the Mayor, it was agreed that copies of the Society’s newsletter could be distributed to Town Councillors.


	PS

	0908/8.0
	THE ARCH – ST. PAUL’S STREET
MJS had been in contact with the New College Stamford architect and had sent her detailed measurements, photographs and information.

GMG had received a letter of thanks from the Principal for the suggestion of incorporating the arch into the new build.


	

	0908/9.0
	NEWSLETTER

GW apologised that the newsletter would not be ready for the AGM, and asked for photographs of several of the committee.

George Mackay is ready to print the newsletter as soon as he receives the finished work.

	

	0908/10.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
MJS had produced photographic evidence showing the impact of a large red sign above a business on the historic view across the Meadows. Although it was likely that the company had not sought planning permission, it was agreed to wait until after the newsletter’s print deadline.

DF indicated that a Dublin architect, Ciaran O’Connor, was willing to give a free lecture to the Society in the spring of 2009. GMG will write to him.

An events’ programme would be an agenda item on the next normal meeting agenda, when it was hoped that GR will be present.


	GMG



	
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 8th October at the Museum at 7.15pm.

	


MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday August 13th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), John Smith, Derrick Fawsitt, Christine Stanier, Richard Barry, Martin Grimes, Carol Meads, Pam Sharp, Melanie Sockett, Mike Sockett, Peter Stevens and Gil Williams

1. APOLOGIES  were received from Graddon Rowlands 

	0808/2.0
	PLANS RECEIVED
1. 20 Rutland Terrace – minor works – no objections, and commended by the committee.

2. 27-29 St. George’s Street – change of use. No objections but the Society asked that the rare cast-iron framed windows should be noted.

3. 25 St. George’s Street – glazed conservatory. No objections.

4. 19 St. George’s Square – cut gateway into garden wall. No objections but the Society suggested that a wooden gate would be more appropriate than transparent metal.

5. 5 St.Mary’s Street – signage and internal alterations. No objections.

6. Willloughby House, Broad Street – car park to remain in situ. [Originally refused by SKDC and now subject to appeal]

Following a site visit conducted by committee members, it was agreed that GMG will write to the Inspectorate stating that the Society wishes to reverse its previous decision and now wishes to object. To create the car park a listed building wall was illegally broken and evidence exists that the boundary is pre-1834 and probably much older.


	Action

GMG



	0808/3.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

66 High Street St. Martin’s: a letter had been handed personally to Mr. Garton, the previous owner, but, as he had not yet made a response, JS would visit him as GMG needs to reply urgently to SKDC.
Re 22 St. Mary’s Street: it was agreed that the Society should highlight the plight of historic gardens in the town centre by organising a public lecture on the town’s historic gardens, with an associated open gardens’ project, in spring 2009.

Events’ programme and awards: CM had contacted GR, who had suggested focussing on junior schools. CM will obtain a list of the town’s junior school Heads and seek advice from a Head who is a member of the Society.


	GMG

CM

	0808/4.0
	AGM ISSUES AND THE ACCOUNTS
The speaker for the AGM is confirmed. CS will find out if the Town Hall can provide a projector and screen or if it will be necessary to use the Museum’s.

DF will research the cost of a projector, with a view to the Society purchasing one.

GMG asked that time could be made at the next meeting to discuss the Chairman’s role at the AGM.

The Treasurer’s report was adopted, and thanks were extended to MG. The Society has a healthy balance, and there was no necessity to increase the subscription rate this year.
	CS

DF



	0808/5.0
	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS
PS and RB agreed to write a piece for the newsletter after their visit to the Eco House.

GMG will write copy for the newsletter thanking Janet Sears for her 16 years’ service as Secretary.

Browne’s Hospital was suggested as a venue for the meeting on November 20th.

The topic of Awards (under the 3 categories of restoration; craftsmanship; and new build) will be raised by GMG at the AGM.

GMG proposed that the Committee’s Christmas party should take place at her house. She was thanked for her and her husband’s generosity and offers of help were made.
	PS/RB
GMG

GMG

	0808/6.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES
PS received heartfelt congratulations for the success of the Interpretation Board project. He has arranged for boards to be installed on 28th August at St. Leonard’s Priory and at the site of Stamford Castle. GMG will contact the Mayor, the “Stamford Mercury” and the donors with the news, and PS will contact the other interested parties.

A report was also received from PS re commemorative plaques. The Committee agreed that a blue plaque, bearing the Society’s name, should be erected at 9 Barn Hill in honour of William Stukeley. PS will contact the owners and all relevant bodies and acquire the costings.
	PS/GMG

PS

	0808/7.0
	THE ARCH – ST. PAUL’S STREET

MJS reported that he had managed to arrange a meeting at Stamford School with David Espin from Bowmans, a Stamford school groundsman and JS on Tuesday, 15th July. 

3 pallets were located, containing one third to one half of the original archway and base.

It was agreed that GMG will write to Stamford New College to suggest that the arch be incorporated in some way in to the new build. The cost involved was estimated at between £10,000 and £20,000.

	GMG



	0808/8.0
	MARKETING PLANS
It was agreed that the draft Marketing Plan produced at the meeting by CM with RB and GW should be an agenda item at the next meeting, to allow members time for reflection.
	

	0808/9.0
	NEWSLETTER

GW indicated that she urgently needed copy from several Committee members. GMG stated that, if the newsletter was not printed in time for the AGM, it could be posted out to all members at a later stage.

GW produced a rough draft of the newsletter, which has an elegant design layout.

	

	0808/10.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Committee turned down a request to apply for a Civic Trust Award for the Gateway Project.

DF indicated that a Dublin architect, Ciaran O’Connor, was willing to give a free lecture to the Society in the spring of 2009.

GMG reminded members to bring their diaries to the next meeting.

PS will, before signing, seek amendments to a licence agreement with Burghley Estates re the post outside St. Peter’s Gate.
Pam S will ask the PCC to write to SKDC re the derelict condition of St. Martin’s Churchyard.
	PS

Pam S

	
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 10th September at the Museum at 7.15pm.

	


MINUTES of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday July 9th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), John Smith, Christine Stanier, Martin Grimes, Pam Sharp, Carol Meads, Melanie Sockett, Mike Sockett and Gil Williams

APOLOGIES  were received from Derrick Fawsitt, Richard Barry, Peter Stevens, and Graddon Rowlands 

	0708/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. 56 St Leonard’s Street – alterations to rear of building – no objections.

2. 7 Rutland Terrace – demolition of part of boundary wall for off-road parking. The Society expressed concern regarding the high incidence of this occurrence in the town.

3. 11 Rutland Terrace – internal alterations, not affecting the building fabric. No objections.

4. 10 St. Leonard’s Street – external walling repair. No objections.

5. Platform 2, Stamford Station – adjustment to height of platform. No objections.

6. 8 High Street – alteration to shop front elevation. The Society expressed concern that the proposal was undistinguished. It was agreed that GMG would write to the developer stating that a more imaginative design, in harmony with the building above, would be appreciated for this early 18th century building

7. Clare Lodge, Wothorpe – replacement windows and internal alterations. It was agreed that more detailed plans should be requested.  This is an early 19th century listed, and mainly unconverted, Browning building. 

8. 22 St. Mary’s Street – erection of two garages and two car-ports in the garden. The Society expressed concern that the development was too large for the setting; that it would be detrimental to the setting at the rear of this 18th century listed building; that it would be partially visible; that a historic garden would be eroded; and that there was a lack of information regarding the materials which would be used.


	Action

GMG

GMG



	0708/2.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

A letter had been received from the Enforcement Officer regarding the extensive works being carried out at 66 High Street St. Martins. No listed building consent had been sought but, as the owner contends that only modern constructions are being removed, it would be necessary to gain evidence from the previous owner. It was agreed that an attempt would be made to contact Mr. Garton, and other photographic evidence would be sought. GMG would thank SKDC for their communication.

The Chairman reported that she had attended a special meeting regarding Sainsbury’s potential takeover of the Focus site. The committee agreed that the issues of concern to us were the effects of extra traffic and parking in the Northfields area. It was understood that planning permission would be sought within the next two months.


	GMG

 

	0708/3.0
	EVENTS’ PROGRAMME AND AWARDS
CM will contact GR regarding writing to schools with a view to getting young people involved in the town under the aegis of the Society.

It was agreed that next year the Society should have a presence at the Town Hall Open Day.

It was agreed that AGM paperwork should be sent out in early August.  The Chairman requested copies of previous years’ AGM minutes. It was also agreed that the Society’s constitution should be placed on the website.

It was agreed that the meeting on November 20th should not be open to non-members.


	CM/ GR



	0708/4.0
	INFORMATION BOARDS AND PLAQUES
The Chairman will write to the “Stamford Mercury” concerning the Society’s project to increase the number of plaques in the town highlighting notable people associated with Stamford.


	

	0708/5.0
	THE ARCH: ST. PAUL’S STREET
MJS reported that he had managed to arrange a meeting at Stamford School with David Espin from Bowmans, a Stamford school groundsman and several of the committee on Tuesday, 15th July. 


	

	0708/6.0
	MARKETING PLANS

The draft Marketing report will now be discussed at the next meeting.
RB will meet with MJS to discuss Further Education developments in the town prior to writing an article for “Stamford Living”.


	

	0708/7.0
	NEWSLETTER
GW has approached George Mackie, who has agreed to help create a new typeface for the newsletter.


	

	0708/8.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

As no-one was able to attend the Review of Planning Applications’ event in Nottingham on 17th July, GMG will write and ask for any handouts to be sent to her.

The Chairman advised that she will be on leave from 13th July for two weeks.

The Chairman reported that she had been asked by the “Stamford Mercury” to comment on the replacement street lighting in Barn Hill and had passed this on to PS and RB to deal with. An article had subsequently appeared in the paper.

It was agreed that the Secretary would provide the third signature on cheques; MG would organise this.

MG requested that Accounts should an agenda item for the next meeting.

Committee members would arrange to gather information about houses of quality in Stamford, whenever they came on to the market.


	GMG
MG



	0708/9.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 13th August at the Museum at 7.15pm.

	


MINUTES  of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday June 11th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Peter Stevens, Martin Grimes, Graddon Rowlands, Derrick Fawsitt, Pam Sharp, Carol Meads and James Heesom 

APOLOGIES  were received from Christine Stanier, Richard Barry, Mike Sockett and Gil Williams

	0608/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. 1 St Mary’s Place – alterations to rear of building – no objections.

2. 7 Rutland Terrace – cellar alterations. The Society expressed concern that a failed damp proofing system was being replaced by another, similar system. We suggested it would be better to remove the failed system, ventilate the area better, and see if that fixed the problem We reiterated our preference for solving problems with historic buildings by tried and tested conservation methods where possible.

3. 2-3 Maiden Lane – conversion of upstairs back to residential use. We are always pleased to see upper floors being used; this one particularly so, as the Society fought hard 20 years ago to have the rear door and passageway retained. Without this, the currently proposed conversion would not have been feasible.

4. 7 High Street St Martins – stairs to upper floor. No objections; this means that a very pleasant and under used upstairs room will now be used.

5. 54 High Street St. Martins – internal alterations. The work proposed will restore this building closer to its original state and the Society was happy to encourage this.

The Chairman reported that John Smith had noticed work was taking place inside 66 High Street St. Martins, and that she had called the Enforcement Officer to ask him to intervene, as this is an important building.
	Action



	0608/2.0
	 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

The Meeting was delighted to hear that Melanie Sockett has volunteered to act as Secretary.

The chairman reported that she has been appointed to the Board of the Town Partnership. She advised that a special meeting was being arranged regarding the Sainsbury’s potential takeover of the Focus site. The committee agreed that the issues of concern to us were the effects of extra traffic and parking in the Northfields area.

It was agreed that the Dublin visit should be in the Spring. DF, PS and Mg to meet to suggest a date. The trip will be from Friday to Tuesday.

The visit to New College was useful; there is no further action to be taken until planning permission is applied for.

James Heesom reported on the Town Council meeting with Mark Shipman the SKDC’s lead planning officer. Much of it was very technical, but the key areas for concern for us are:

· The 2004 legislation emphasised that control has been moved to a more positive development.

· Material Considerations, used by applicants legally, but frustratingly.

· The importance of Precedent in restricting the Council’s range of decision.

· Retrospective planning applications are to be resolved by negotiation where possible according to government guidelines.

· There is no easy solution to the clutter of “A” Boards at the top of snickets.
	GMG

 DF, PSt, MG

	0608/3.0
	EVENTS
GMG reported that a letter had been sent to all those on the Irnham waiting list, saying that if we could arrange a visit next summer, they would have first refusal.

There was a discussion about Awards and it was agreed we should have an Awards presentation next spring. A request for suggestions for awards will go to all members with the AGM documentation, and in the next Newsletter.

There was also discussion about getting young people involved in the town under the aegis of the Society. All Committee members are asked to think about this and come up with ideas in the next week or 10 days, so we could contact the schools about it during the summer term. 

GR reported that he had been in touch with Wolfgang Buttress, and arranged he would talk to the Society on November 20th.
	ALL

	0608/4.0
	INTERPRETATION BOARDS

There have been delays because of the amount of work English Heritage has been getting from our supplier, but we now have the engineering drawings for the H frames.

The Castle Board information is ready now; we are still waiting for SKDC to advise regarding and pipes etc. under the proposed site.

We discussed putting up more plaques in the town and felt this was a positive move. PSt. to check on costs, including planning costs and possible designs. A list of them is available and should go in the next  Newsletter. 
	PSt.


	0608/5.0
	THE ARCH
There has been little progress on this. MS to report at the next meeting.
	MS


	0608/6.0
	CORN EXCHANGE THEATRE
Since the last meeting, we have realised that we have already sponsored five seats at the Corn Exchange, so no further action will be taken on this.
	

	0608/7.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A draft Marketing report has been produced, and this will be discussed at the next meeting, when all members of the Marketing sub-committee can be present.

The Chairman advised that the Civic Trust have asked for information about us for their website; some text has been agreed and will be sent to them.

CM advised that it is hoped to have Art in Red Lion Square as a means of making use of the area on Friday June 20th.
	GMG



	0608/8.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 9th July at the Museum at 7.15pm.

	


MINUTES  of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday  14th May 2008

PRESENT: Peter Stevens  (in the chair),  Carol Meads (minuting),  Pam Sharp,  John Smith (for Plans Received and the Corn Market stone arches),  Mike Sockett  Christine Stanier

APOLOGIES  were received from: Richard Barry,  Derrick Fawsitt,  Gwyneth Gibbs,  Martin Grimes,  Graddon Rowlands,  Gil Williams

	0508/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED
JS presented the comments of the Planning Sub-Committee. PSt will ensure his notes are circulated to Committee members.
1) 26 High Street (refurbishment of a small building and courtyard to the rear of the main property, with access from Goldsmiths Lane).  We thought that this was an acceptable enhancement; no adverse comments to make on this application.

2) 15 High Street (proposal to install a satellite dish on the front elevation of this building). A satellite dish would be detrimental to a distinctive and historically important set of facades. We oppose this application. 

3) 37 St Mary’s Street (removal of external fire escape; replacing terrace wall door with gate; upgrading fire protection). We approve of the removal of the unsightly external fire escape. We have no objection to the insertion of a gate to replace a door to give access from the side lane. We are concerned about the reversibility of upgraded fire protection and feel that the architect should be asked to demonstrate how insertions can be removed without detriment to the historic fabric or fittings.

4) 8 Rock Terrace (re-roofing a small extension with a pitched roof). We have no adverse comments to make on this application.

5) 13 Maiden Lane: an amendment to a previous application
 Roof repairs – removal and partial replacement of Collyweston slating, with blue slate used on some invisible slopes. We object to this proposal where Collyweston roofs are partially replaced in other materials. It is a principle that all Collyweston slate roofs should be retained in their entirety. SKDC has backed similar recommendations previously.
Upgrading thermal insulation. There is sometimes a conflict with a strict application of building regulations to listed buildings. In this case we are concerned that this would impact on the size of the rooms and the reveals of the windows. Correspondence between the architects and Peterborough Building Control show a lack of understanding of the needs of a listed building in a town like Stamford.
Glazing additions to rear elevations. We do not have enough detail upon which to make any comment as no elevation drawings were provided.

6) Drift House, Wothorpe (garage extension). We agreed this was a minor proposal and best ignored.
7) 23 Tinwell Road (substantial proposal for extension). Immediate neighbours  (Vicki Haydon; Jill and Graham Wright) contacted the Society to draw attention to the plans. We agreed that such applications fell within the Society’s remit even though this was outside the conservation area – Tinwell Road is an important entry route into the town. We felt that the proposed extension was totally out of scale and style with the character of this part of Tinwell Road. 
PSt has subsequently seen Vicki Haydon and phoned the Wrights (tel. no. 482012) and explained to them the Society’s views. 
We should include an article in the next Newsletter to explain that the Society’s remit was wider that the historic core of the town.

	Action

PSt
GW/CM

	0508/2.0
	THE CORN MARKET – STONE ARCHES (paper tabled at meeting)
1. PSt outlined an issue raised by Peter Fancourt concerning the re-instatement of the Corn Market stone arch that once stood on St Paul’s Street adjacent to Stamford School’s Brazenose House (mistakenly called the Brazenose Gate in PF’s email). The arch was one of eight forming the original Corn Market situated below Browne’s Hospital in Broad Street. When the building was demolished three of the arches were re-erected in different parts of the town. The arch in St Paul’s Street was removed in 1954 and eventually stored at Bowman’s yard; in 2007 the stones were moved to Stamford Junior School. 

2. It is unclear how much of the arch still exists (there are 22 stones) and its condition. David Espin, Bowman’s, estimates it would cost c.£20K to repair and erect the arch.
3. David Moss-Bowpit, head of marketing for Stamford School, does not feel justified in recommending such expenditure to the Board of Governors.
4. We agreed that this was an interesting piece of Stamford heritage and it would be a pity if the arch was left in pieces. 

5. JS proposed that we arrange a site visit, with interested parties, to explore the state of the arch and what could be done (which could include using what remained of the arch as an interesting feature in a subsequent town development). MS to arrange – key people are: David Moss-Bowpit (Stamford School); David Espin (Bowmans); RB, GG; JS, PSt. 
	MS



	0508/3.0
	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

1. We agreed it was important to identify someone to take on the role of secretary. PSt suggested that we go through the membership list at the next meeting to look for possible candidates.

2. Civic Society presence on the Town Partnership. RB to chase up email sent to Philip Sagar.

3. DF keen to arrange a visit to Dublin for Committee Members.  Agreed that DF draws up a proposal for the next meeting. Suggestion is for a meeting in the Autumn of 2008.
4. MS confirmed the Committee’s visit to Stamford College’s Open Day on Saturday 31 May. Those coming should meet at reception (Drift Road) at 10am.
	PSt
RB

DF


	0508/4.0
	EVENTS

1. Summer Walks. The two summer events were sold out on the first day tickets were available. It is hoped to schedule another visit to Irnham Hall next year.


	

	0508/5.0
	NOTICE BOARDS

1. St. Leonard’s Priory Board  PSt reported there was some delay in getting the board re-instated as Rivermeade Signs had a large order from English Heritage to complete first.
2. The Castle Board   PSt circulated copies of the final text. The date that the board would be in position is not yet confirmed (see above). PSt to ensure that appropriate liaison with SKDC takes place to make certain that there are no services located below the site where the board is to be erected. 
3.   PSt had got an information sheet laminated and would put this up in St John’s Church on the Society’s noticeboard.
	PSt
PSt


	0508/6.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. Town Council meeting 13 May: Mark Shipman, SKDC Lead Planning Officer, was there to discuss the planning procedure and address concerns raised by the Town Council in light of current building development patterns. James Heesom attended on behalf of the Society and will prepare a note of the meeting. PSt had contacted the Town Clerk – Patricia Stuart-Mogg – and indicated the SCS wished to be involved in the preparation of the  Town Plan, which would cover core areas. There would be a consultative process lasting about two years.

2. Friday market street closures: PSt reported that SKDC had notified the Society of plans to extend the times roads are closed for the Friday market – to start at the earlier time of 3am. We had no problem with this. PSt to respond to SKDC .

3. Inappropriate replacement door in ‘Half Moon’ Chinese restaurant, St Paul’s Street: PSt reported that the new plate glass door was being replaced. The revised plans of the door (similar to Star Lane) will be submitted to SKDC and a copy to the Society.

4. Old School Court development, Wharf Road: PS expressed concern about the look of the very compact development, and how the existing stone sign for the ‘national school’ would be integrated. It was assumed that the Committee must have seen and approved the original plans.

5. Replacement roofing for the Headmaster’s House, Stamford School and for Dorans, High Street St Martin’s: both properties had large roof expanses and we assumed that roofing materials were being replaced ‘like with like’, but we agreed we needed to keep an eye on these. MS would check with Stamford School, and with the contractors doing the work on Dorans.

6. Seats for sale at the Corn Exchange Theatre: PSt noted that the Theatre was offering the opportunity to purchase a seat for £150 and suggested that the Society buy one, subject to the approval of the Chairman, Treasurer and the Committee. It was noted that the Society had contributed money to the Theatre renovation fund previously. PSt to raise at the next full meeting.
	JH
PSt
MS

PSt


	0508/7.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee will be on Wednesday 11th June 2008, at Stamford Museum, 7.15pm (CS has made arrangements). 
	


MINUTES    of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday  9th April 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Peter Stevens, Richard Barry, Martin Grimes,  Mike Sockett, Pam Sharp, Carol Meads  Gilliam Williams, Derrick Fawsitt and Janet Sears (minuting)

APOLOGIES  were received from Graddon Rowlands and Christine Stanier

	0408/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

8) The London Inn (part demolition) This is an interesting building designed by a local architect in the 1930s.  The proposed works will improve disabled access.  We have no adverse comments to make on this application.

9) Old St. Peter’s Inn (conservatory and timber decking in the front cellar) We have no adverse comments to make on this application. 

10) Woolworths, High Street.  (Satellite dish) We have no objection but wonder why it could not go on the roof?


	Action



	0408/2.0
	COMMITTEE MEMERSHIP AND STRUCTURE

6. As we have still not found a replacement secretary, GG will take on the admin and membership secretary’s role for the time being.  

7. GR has done such a sterling job in arranging our events programme for us.  Agreed that we ask him to continue in this role.

8. Newsletter.  After some discussion it was agreed that Gill, Carol and Pam will take on the preparation of our Newsletters, with Gill taking the lead.  Newsletters to appear twice a year.

9. Marketing.  It was agreed that Carol take the lead in our marketing group with Gill and Richard the other members of the team.  GG told the meeting that other Civic Societies communicate with the Civic Trust and the East Midlands group and that we haven’t done this.  Agreed that this could be done by the new marketing group.    RB offered to gather data on how we compare with other Societies. 

10. GG told the meeting that she will be away for the May meeting and that we will need a Chairman for the meeting.  Agreed we ask GR.

11. GG to circulate list of Committee names, e-mail addresses and telephone numbers to all on the Committee. 

12. There is going to be a piece in Stamford Living  featuring an interview with GG as Chairman of the Civic Society.

13. GG to e-mail Planning Sub-Committee meeting dates to Committee.

14. The Post Office Box address facility has been renewed.  MG to collect post whilst GG is on holiday.  Plans to go to JFS.
	GG

GG/GR

GW/CM/PSh

CM/GW/RB

RB

GG/GR

GG

GG

MG



	0408/3.0
	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

5. Morrisons Public Enquiry came to nothing.  The 2007 submission is now on the table at SKDC.  Stamford Chamber of Trade is threatening a judicial review. 

6. Heritage Open Days.  Stamford Civic  Society will not take part this year (Browne’s Hospital also not taking part this year).

7. The Meadows.  An article appeared in the Mercury of 28th March regarding the state of the Meadows after the Fair.  However, it is noted that the Meadows area is recovering well, so we will not pursue the matter. 

8. Red Lion Square.  RB told the meeting that a cleaning machine had been demonstrated but that it is very expensive and does not solve the problem of chewing gum.

9. Civic Society presence on the Town Partnership.  RB to chase up an e-mail sent to Philip Sagar. 

10. Bins.  MG walked King’s Road on Wednesday evening and reported that 36% of houses have bins in their front gardens.  Agreed no further action be taken.


	RB

	0408/4.0
	EVENTS

Summer Walks.  Tickets ready to go to the Museum and will be on sale to members only from 17th April. 


	JS

	0408/5.0
	NOTICE BOARDS

4. St. Leonard’s Priory Board  PSt reported that an order has been given to Rivermead Signs for reinstatement of the board.  A new frame has been made with an “H” frame post.  It should be installed at the beginning of May and will be positioned in front of the bench.  Three impact posts in front of the board should protect against damage by the grass cutters.  Monies have been arranged.
5. The Castle Board   PSt reported that an order has been given for design and construction of the boar, enabling it to be lifted out during Fair Week.    This board should be in position by the end of May.  Agreed that the Mercury be invited to its unveiling and that members of the Committee be present.  The Publicity group to pursue this.
	CM/GW/RB



	0408/6.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

7. GG told the meeting that MG had represented the Society at a meeting arranged by SKDC regarding the voluntary and community sector.  MG reported that it wasn’t really aimed towards Civic Societies and had nothing to report.

8. Peterborough Civic Society have informed us of a talk to be given on 24th April by Charles O’Brien who is the Joint Editor of the Pevsner revisions for the Peterborough, Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire area.  Tickets are £5.00 and the event is to be held at the Great Northern Hotel, Peterborough.

9. We have had information sent to us from Holbeach regarding a talk to be held on 28th April by Dr. Katherine Storr entitled “Belgian Refugees Welcomed in Lincolnshire.”  Flyers for this event were circulated to the Committee.

10. GG reported on a proposal to increase car parking in the Wharf Road car park by adding a second layer or parking.  The District Council have expressed an interest in such a scheme.  There followed lively discussion and the general opinion seemed to be that we do not need extra car parking in Stamford.  

11. MG told the meeting that the Civic Society’s insurance policy with a premium of £310 seems to be good value.  PSt has spoken to the broker to make sure that the Interpretation Boards are insured all risks.  This is confirmed, with a £100 excess to pay on making a claim.

12. MG read out a short list of members who have not paid on the final reminder.  These people have now been removed from the membership list.

13. DF circulated a flyer giving dates of Stamford College’s Open Days.  Agreed that MS e-mails everyone on the Committee and that a representation of Committee members attends on one of the dates given.

14. DF keen to arrange a visit to Dublin for Committee Members.  Agreed that DF draws up a proposal for the next meeting. Suggestion is for a meeting in the Autumn of 2008.


	MS

DF



	0408/7.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee will be on Wednesday 14th May 2008 at Stamford Museum, 7.15pm.


	


MINUTES  of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Thursday March 13th 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Peter Stevens, Richard Barry, Martin Grimes, Mike Sockett, Pam Sharp and James Heesom. Also present as observers were Carol Meads and Gillian Williams.

APOLOGIES  were received from Christine Stanier, Graddon Rowlands, Derrick Fawsitt, Janet Sears and John Smith

	0308/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. 64 High Street St Martins – cellar repairs for damp. Suggest appropriate to have floor surveyed before simply digging it up.

2. 46 St Paul’s Street – shutters (Age Concern). We understand the problem of items being dumped there, but would prefer a more sympathetic solution.

3. Orme House – re-roofing. The committee felt that as a matter of principle, like should be replaced with like, and therefore the slates should be kept.

4. 18 St George’s Street –alterations to remove modern changes. We commend this application.

GG reported that the windows at ORme House have been replaced in situ. 


	Action



	0308/2.0
	MORRISONS PUBLIC ENQUIRY

The committee agreed that the issue for the Civic Society was one of traffic in the town, and that the letters sent by John Plumb in 2005/6 should be used as a basis for our reply. It was agreed that GMG and RB would attend the start of the Enquiry on April 1st, and we would work out from there when we needed Committee members to be at the enquiry.

It was also agreed that GMG would talk to Mr Gilman to understand the Chamber of Trade’s position. 
	GMG

	0308/3.0
	WOTHORPE

GMG reported on the meeting of the Wothorpe Parish Council with Paul Rossington, the Peterborough Head of Planning. He will be reviewing recent developments and will present a report to WPC in April. It is hoped that new planning applications will be better managed. Whether Wothorpe should be a Conservation Area was discussed; the meeting felt that issue was up to WPC, but that we would support any such application. It was noted that local council elections are due in May.

	

	0308/4.0
	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

1. We have not as yet found a new Secretary. Ros Nicol was not interested in the post.

2. The Lottery audit passed off successfully. 

3. THE Newsletter has been printed and distributed.
	

	0308/5.0
	EVENTS 2008   
1. Burghley House, 12th March.  
It was agreed that this event was very successful and enjoyable.

2. AGM – the Arts Centre now has a rival attraction – a weather talk – on September 18th. IT was agreed that in spite of this, we would not attempt to change the AGM date.
	

	0308/6.0
	HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2008
The Civic Society will combine with Browne’s if they do anything. At present they have not been invited to take part – possibly because the theme this year is inappropriate. PS to advise GMG if Browne’s do get involved.
	

	0308/7.0
	INTERPRETATION BOARDS

1. St. Leonard’s Priory. No response from the contractor. We have been advised that there is little chance of recovering costs from him. However, Stamford Town Partnership has funds available, and will pay for the new Board, which will be of a stronger design and better protected. The Chairman thanked Richard Barry for helping to arrange this. The order must be with SKDC before the end of  March; PSt. to copy order to SKDC.

2. The Castle Interpretation Board.  PSt said that the board will be a removable design, so we take it out during the Mid-Lent Fair.  PSt is still waiting for Mr. Vas of SKDC to establish that there are no services where we want to drill through the tarmac.  


	PSt



	0308/9.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. At GR’s request, the state of the Meadows after the Mid-Lent Fair was discussed. Agreed to see how the grass recovers in the next month and decide at the next meeting whether to raise the issue with the Town Council.

2. RB reported that there was no structural damage in Red Lion Square or Sheepmaket after the Fair, but there were oil splashes and these need to be cleaned up urgently. A meeting is planned to resolve this.

3. RB questioned whether he should represent the Civic Society on the Town Partnership as well as being Working Group Chairman, or whether the Society wanted a separate representative. It was decided we should have our representative. RB to contact the acting President, Philip Sagar about this, and who would serve will be discussed at our next meeting.

4. MG raised the issue of SKDC issuing bins in areas where they had previously agreed they were inappropriate. MG to monitor the situation and report back next meeting.
	RB

MG

	0308/10.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Wednesday 9th April at the Museum at 7.15pm.

	


MINUTES   of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday 13th February 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Christine Stanier, Peter Stevens, Richard Barry, David Heeley, Graddon, Derrick Fawsitt and Janet Sears (minuting)

Graddon Rowlands was at the January meeting, his name was inadvertently omitted from those present.

APOLOGIES  were received from Martin Grimes, Mike Sockett and Pam Sharp

	0208/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. 5a Bath Row (conversion of outbuildings to dwelling).  We have no adverse comments to make on this application.  We are pleased to see this area being tidied up.
2. The Golden Fleece – signage.  Permission refused, but new application submitted. We have again commented on size and number of signs.
3. Vale House (alterations and extension).  We commend this application. It was good to hear from the architects that the damp precautions were being done sympathetically.

4. 2 Ironmonger Street (replacement signage).  We have no adverse comments to make on this application.

5. Orion House, Barn Hill. No adverse comments
6. Wothorpe Road (demolition) No comment other than we preferred the original design, rather than the one SKDC have endorsed.

7. 9 St. Mary’s Street (ex-Greek Restaurant) A 12th century arch has been uncovered but it appears that a chimney breast in the room above has collapsed following the taking out of parts of the building below.  SKDC’s Enforcement Officer has been contacted. 

GG to check the situation at Orme House, Maiden Lane where, it is reported, windows have been removed. 

GG reported to the meeting that the Planning Sub-Committee will meet at 3pm at Ross Thain’s Office on the following dates:-

25th February/10th March/ 25th March/7th April and 21st April 2008.

GG will e-mail the Committee before each meeting with details of the plans to be looked at.  


	Action

GG

GG



	0208/2.0
	WOTHORPE

There is to be a meeting on the 21st February when the Peterborough Head of Planning will be in attendance.


	

	0208/3.0
	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

4. The Secretary has said that she wishes to retire after 17 years in post.  GG to contact Ros Nicol.

5. The Beijing Rendezvous – GG has written again to SKDC but has not had a reply.

6. Condition of Stamford’s streets – GG to contact the Editor of the Mercury.  

7. DF told the meeting that the take-away in North Street (near Scotgate traffic lights) and its environs are in a bad state.  GG to write to SKDC.  The condition of the Crown Street area is dramatically improved.

8. RB contacted McDonalds’ head office and has been told that keeping the outside of their take-away restaurants is part of their internal company rules.


	GG

GG



	0208/5.0
	EVENTS 2008   
3. Burghley House, 12th March.  

a. GG to meet with Mr. Gompertz  to check facilities.  BH are happy that we can serve wine.  PSt and GR to arrange the wine.  Agreed that we serve it afterwards.  

b. DF to look after the audio.

c. Chris Stanier will collect tickets on arrival.  

d. A gift for Orlando was discussed.  Agreed we give him a copy of Martin Smith’s “Pubs” book.  GG to arrange this. 

4.  Summer Visits
Thursday 12th June, 6.30pm.  Visit to Irnham.  Sir Simon Benton-Jones will greet us in the Great Hall where we can enjoy a glass of wine.  Then on to the Church and to Newton House (1740s house) and then we end the visit at the Griffin Pub.  Agreed ticket price to be £5.00.

Wednesday 20th August.  Visit to the Eco House and walled garden at  Barnsdale (Mr. and Mrs. Phil Newby).

Agreed that we have tickets for sale for both of these events from 16th April.  Museum will sell the tickets (JS to give Christine a list of paid-up members).

5.   AGM – speaker arranged.

6.  Autumn talk – to be arranged. 


	GG

PSt/GR

DF

ChSt

GG

JS

JS

	0208/6.0
	MEMBERSHIP

GG to invite people who turned up for the Browne’s talk the wrong week (because of the Mercury blunder) to the talk at Burghley House on 12th March.  


	GG/JS

	0208/7.0
	NEWSLETTER

GG told the meeting that the Newsletter is ready to go to the printer.  


	GG

	0208/8.0
	INTERPRETATION BOARDS

3. A Solicitor’s letter has been sent to the contractors regarding the damaged board at St. Leonard’s Priory.  No reply received as yet.  PSt to ask our legal representative whether going through the Small Claims Court is a practical step for us to take.

4. The Castle Interpretation Board.  PSt said that the board will be put in position around the 9th March, after the Fair has left Stamford.  PSt has been in touch with Mr. Vas of SKDC to establish that there are no services where we want to drill through the tarmac.  PSt said that we have received a donation of £200 from Duncan and Toplis.  


	PSt



	0208/9.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

5. The Lottery people are coming on 28th February.  MG to decide if he needs help or not and will contact members of the Committee individually.

6. GG has received a letter from the Chairman of the Men of the Stones asking to have a meeting and suggesting that our Societies work together.

7. We have had an invitation to take part in the Heritage Open Days this year (11th to 14th September).  The theme this year is “Lincolnshire at Play.”  GG to e-mail Committee members for volunteers. 

8. PSt circulated a paper regarding the current position on our interpretation board and suggesting that we consider earmarking £1,000 for contingency reserve.  GG said that St. Leonard’s Priory board should not be part of this £1,000 contingency fund.    

9. GR suggested that we approach new potential Committee members.  Several people were suggested.  GR to contact them. 

10. DF reported on vandalism in his part of the town and asked whether portable cctv cameras could be used.  RB to find out what this involves.


	MG

GG

GR

DF/RB

	0208/10.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Committee meeting will be on Thursday 13th March and will be held at Richard Barry’s house - No. 10 Barn Hill. 


	


MINUTES  of a meeting of Stamford Civic Society’s Committee held on Wednesday 9th January 2008

PRESENT:  Gwyneth Gibbs (in the chair), Christine Stanier, Martin Grimes, Mike Sockett, Pam Sharp, Peter Stevens, John Smith, James Heesom, Richard Barry and Janet Sears (minuting) 

APOLOGIES   An apology was received from Derrick Fawsitt

GG welcomed two members of the new Planning Sub Committee John Smith and James Heesom to the meeting (David Heeley and Ross Thain are also part of this group)

	0108/1.0
	PLANS RECEIVED

1. The Lady Anne’s Hotel.  GG said that a number of changes had been made to this application.  We have decided to concentrate on the major changes between versions one and two.

Our main concern is the new two-storey block connecting the current building to the new function rooms and new bedrooms.  In our previous letter to SKDC we described the proposals as a “disappointing pastiche of period and modern features” and made suggestions that the look of the building should be addressed.  We reiterate our previous comments.

2. The Golden Fleece – signage.  The signs are already in position.  We have commented that there are rather a lot of signs on this building and suggest that at least one of them be dropped and a reduction made in size.

3. ??  High Street (Costa Coffee) – we have no objection to make on this application.

4. Stamford High School (new internal door) – we have no objection to make on this application. 

5. ??  Rutland Terrace (cellar conversion) – works are necessary because of the damp in the cellar.  However, we would prefer to see this remedied by ventilation and drainage and not the concrete proposed.  We have no strong objection otherwise.

6. ??  Broad Street (dental surgery).  The proposed signage is inappropriate on an important 18th century building.  We suggest that fixing screws should go through the mortar joints and not the stonework.

7. 9a St. Mary’s Street (ex-phone shop) signage.  We have no adverse comments to make on this application.

8. 2 Red Lion Square (retrospective application for “Pugin red” paint to the shop front).  JFS and JH to inspect the works and report to GG.

9. The Green Man, Scotgate (small extension) – JFS and JH to inspect and report to GG. 

10. Beijing Rendezvous, St. Paul’s Street – GG has written to SKDC but no reply received yet.

11. Willoughby House, 2 Broad Street (car park access) – permission refused.

12. WOTHORPE.  Clare Lodge (Edward Browning building).  GG has spoken to Mr. Henderson, Chairman of Wothorpe Parish Council and we have been able to borrow the plans for Clare Lodge proposals for tonight’s meeting.  This is an important house designed by the premier architect of south Lincolnshire in the second half of the 19th century.  This building is very distinctive and attractive.    Following discussion it was agreed that PSh will inspect the windows to ascertain which are original.  Agreed that “off the peg” double glazing units are not suitable for historic buildings and that there are more sympathetic ways of doing the work.  Also agreed that GG raises the issue of the condition of the road in First Drift (damaged by contractors) and the infringement of the building line.  


	Action

JFS/JH

JFS/JH

PSh

GG



	0108/2.0
	MATTERS ARISING

1. St. Leonard’s information board – GG has received a letter from David Barney, he has given the contractors 21 days notice. PSt to chase up Councillor Harvey.


	PSt

	0108/3/0
	EVENTS

1.  Agreed that we accept Orlando Rock’s offer of 12th March in the Great Hall for a talk entitled “The Sale that Never Was (a conservation success story) – Dumfries House.”

2. GR has written to Sir Simon Benton-Jones of Irnham for a summer evening visit, reply awaited.  (Alternative to this would be Peterborough).

3. GG has written to Crispin Kelly (for AGM) but no reply yet. If no reply agreed we contact Beryl Lott.

4. JFS to be asked to repeat his “Gothic Stamford” talk in the Autumn.  

5. GR to pursue suggestion of a visit to the Barnsdale Walled Garden and Eco House.  20th August suggested date. 


	GG

GR

GG

GR

	0108/4.0
	STAMFORD’S STREETS

The state of Stamford’s streets was raised some weeks ago.  GG has written to SKDC and they have responded that they are monitoring the situation.  There are two matters of concern here – i) responsibility of fast food outlets to deal with litter thrown down near their establishments and ii) the collection of black rubbish bags.    PSt said that the new pavements in Red Lion Square and the Sheepmarket should be cleaned with specialist equipment at weekends.  Agreed important that this be done after the Fair especially.  MG has been in touch with the Council regarding the passage between Broad Street and North Street (ex Lincolnshire Poacher) regarding pigeon droppings and GG said that Cheyne Lane is just as bad.  Agreed that we contact the Editor of the “Mercury” as they had tackled this problem a few years ago.  RB and PSh to investigate the situation regarding “Mcdonalds” – is it an urban myth that they have to keep their frontages clean?  GG to investigate “Environmental Protection Act 1990” and PSt to pursue the black bag situation in Crown Street. 
	GG

RB and PS

GG

PSt



	0108/5.0
	CASTLE INTEPRETATION BOARD

PSt reported on progress.  PSt meeting with Nick Vass, Town Centre Services, to agree the actual siting of the board.  He needs to make sure that there are no services running beneath the proposed site.  We are waiting until after the Fair before putting the board in place.  PSt said that there is to be an oak  impact post, to be provided by SKDC. 


	

	0108/6.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. MG said that is surplus of our “40th anniversary” leaflets to be handed out.

2. MG said that we have been selected for a personal visit by the Lottery Grant people (before the end of March).

3. MG said that 40% of subs have still not been paid (97 people from 72 addresses)  MG to give PSt a list and he will speak to as many as he can on the list.  

4. MG said that the Museum still owes us for ticket monies for the last talk.

5. Sheepmarket – people continue to park here.  GR said that he had contact the Police regarding a vehicle that was parked on the Sheepmarket for a couple of days and that the vehicle has not parked there since.  Inspector Stewart of Stamford Police is the man to contact.  

6. PSt asked about the planting of the Oak tree in the Sheepmarket.  There is to be a Planning Committee meeting on 14th January.  Suggested Bryan Thompson be contacted.  

7. Stamford Station – a letter to be written to Network Rail (Infrascture) Ltd, 40 Melton Street, LONDON, NW1 2EE congratulating them on the work done at the station. 

8. Browne’s Hospital – Stamford Town Partnership, together with the British Legion have placed flower tubs in front of Browne’s Hospital.


	

	0108/7.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Wednesday 13th February 2008 at Stamford Museum. 
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