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WHAT WE DO AND WHO WE ARE

Stamford Civic Society works to conserve and enhance our
historic town. It was formed in the early 1960s by a small
group of dedicated enthusiasts that set about defending the
town’s heritage and actively fighting for its preservation. In
1967 Stamford became the first Conservation Area. A major
book by the Royal Commission followed, detailing the long
architectural history of the town and confirming the vitality of
its unique built environment.

Today one of the Society’s main roles is to monitor the
planning applications that affect Stamford, especially in the

two Conservation Areas, and it is advised by a subcommittee
which has expertise in architecture, design and the history
of the town. The Society is keen to encourage good design
for the future and supports innovative and environmentally-
friendly developments.

It is important that the younger generation is enthused by
the town’s history and involved in its future development.
To help increase children’s knowledge and appreciation of
Stamford and the surrounding area the Society works with
local schools on a range of projects.

Who’s Who (2017 - 2018)

Honorary President: Orlando Rock
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Chair: Gwyneth Gibbs
Treasurer: Martin Lander
Secretary: David Langridge

Committee Members:
Andrew Beeson, Jocelyn Chatterton, Paddy Jelen, David Lankester, Carol Meads, Andrew Moore, Andy Moore, Graddon
Rowlands, Mike Sockett, Peter Stean, Clir David Taylor, Michael Thompson

Architectural Advisors:
David Heeley, James Heesom, Jon Richards, John Smith, Ross Thain,

Urban Group:
Andy Moore (Chair), Paddy Jelen, Tim Lee, Duncan Lingard, Steve Marsh, Graddon Rowlands, David Taylor
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Committee members L to R: Graddon Rowlands, Andrew Beeson, Paddy Jelen, Carol Meads, Peter Stean,
Gwyneth Gibbs, Jocelyn Chatterton, Martin Lander, Mike Sockett, David Langridge, Andrew Moore, Andy Moore



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

October 2017 -

At the 2018 AGM Gwyneth Gibbs, our Chairman, noted that
this had been a year of achievements and of changes. She
paid tribute to fellow committee members and the Society’s
Urban Group for all their work, and to the prompt action, when
required, from SKDC'’s Conservation Officer and planners
who helped prevent changes to buildings that would spoil
the Conservation Area. One of the highlights of the year had
been the installation of a Blue Plaque on the front of Black
Orchid’s shop at 7 St Mary’s Street to commemorate Nelson
Dawson, Arts & Crafts artist, metalworker and enamellist
(1859-1941). This was the Society’s second Blue Plaque.
For more information about Nelson Dawson see our article
on pp.6-7.

There were two very positive pieces of news that Gwyneth
was pleased to announce. All the works required to prevent
cars from parking along and on the verges at the Bottle
Lodges had now received permission and were going
ahead. She was very grateful to the Burghley Estate for
their efforts to preserve the most beautiful entrance to the
town. She also noted that it looked very likely that an Article
4 Direction (that removed permitted development rights)
would be introduced in the central area of Stamford.

October 2018

Our President, Orlando Rock, paid tribute to Gwyneth who
was standing down after 11 years as Chairman, saying that
the Society had been extremely lucky that she had taken
on the role and much had been achieved during that time,
thanks to her quiet persistence and perseverance.

The Society was also sad to lose two other members of the
Committee: Mike Sockett, who was standing down after 11
years of taking on multiple activities, and Martin Lander who
has been our Treasurer for the last three years.

A WALK ALONG MALLORY LANE

A bright idea of David Dunn, Managing Director of hardware
store Harrison & Dunn, enabled a new picture gallery to be
created in Stamford. The blank walls of the store’s Mallory
Lane frontage were often spoilt by graffiti and David wanted
to introduce some interesting features. Working with Civic
Society members this idea was developed and designs for
large panels were produced using old images of Stamford
from local architect Henry Traylen’s collection of Magic
Lantern Slides, now held by Stamford Town Hall Archives.

The gallery runs the length of Mallory Lane and many
people now stop to look at the interesting images rather than
hurrying by. The panels begin with Harrison & Dunn’s story
then feature a range of pre-World War Il images including
local streets, pubs, churches and prestigious buildings. The
history of Mallory Lane itself is given, and it is surprising
to learn that this small cut-through was almost certainly
on the main North South road through town before the
Norman Conquest.

The gallery was formally opened by the Mayor, Councillor
Tony Story, on 13th March 2018. Much of the work was
funded by Harrison & Dunn, with generous donations from
the Harry Skells Trust, anonymous donors and the Society.



EVENTFUL TIMES

Visit to Spalding Gentlemen’s

14th November 2017

Society,

The Spalding Gentlemen’s Society was founded in 1710 by
Maurice Johnson, a local antiquary and lawyer, to provide
gentlemen with a convivial opportunity to discuss new ideas
and discoveries.

The all-male club (women were only admitted as members
from 2006) met on Thursdays — the day that The Tatler, a
new literary and society journal, reached Spalding. The
Society’s original aim was to “support mutual benevolence
and their improvement in the liberal sciences and in polite
learning”. The only subjects barred were religion and politics.
Notable members included William Stukeley, Sir Isaac
Newton, Alfred, Lord Tennyson and Sir Joseph Banks.
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18th century sundial moved to the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society in 1913.
© Bob Harvey.

The club developed fascinating and internationally important
collections of objects, books and archives donated by
members. The scope is huge and includes archaeological
discoveries, historic artefacts, objects of beauty and
scientific instruments. John Smith was on hand to introduce
us to Stukeley’s beautiful drawings of his Stamford houses
and gardens, where he lived from 1730 to 1747.

Today the collections are housed in a purpose-built museum,
opened in 1911, and are supported by enthusiastic volunteers
who provided a fascinating introduction to, as described by
the Society’s website, “Spalding’s best kept secret”.

Dr Melissa Thompson, Designation Adviser at
Historic England, “70 Years of Listing Buildings”,
8th February 2018

Melissa highlighted how special Stamford is, with
447 entries in Historic England’s List (covering over

600 buildings). 102 are Grade II*, and eight Grade I.
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Not everything makes the grade. Two of her first cases as
a Listing Advisor were the London Inn and Domino’s but as
interiors had been lost they did not meet criteria for listing.

Listing is the act of identifying the most important parts of our
built historic environment so they can be protected by law. It
is a criminal act to carry out works on listed buildings without
the necessary consent, and owners can be prosecuted and
required to reinstate original features. The Listed Building
Consent system is administered by Local Authorities, guided
by statutory criteria, with involvement of Historic England if a
building is listed at Grade | or II*.

Melissa explained how the legal protection framework
developed from first involvement by the State in 1882. Listing
was established through the Town and Country Planning
Acts of 1944 and 1947. Now almost 378,000 entries are
on the List, including modern buildings. The 1986 Lloyd’s
Building in London by Richard Rogers Partnership, listed in
2012, is one of the newest Grade | listed buildings.

Simon Harris of Harris McCormack Architects,
“An Architect’s Thoughts on Building in Stamford in
the 21st Century”, 12th April 2018

Simon began by describing himself as a “Man of Passion”
who, through his architectural work, aimed to protect and
enhance whole areas and individual buildings. He stressed
that buildings, particularly those that are listed, need to be
considered in context within their surroundings and that
materials and detail are all important. Simon illustrated
his talk with recent and past examples of his work in
Stamford. These included the planning and detailing of
eight new houses in Marshall's Yard, the efficient use
of polystyrene and concrete for the walls in a striking
modern house on Priory Road and the thoughts that led
to an exciting modern extension in Water Street. Simon
outlined the different processes that need to be passed
through as a building evolves. These are: client finance;
important consideration of materials; the enforcement of



Primrose Cottage in Priory Road.

attention to detail and understanding; the quality control
of materials and workmanship; and the reinforcement of a
moral obligation towards the work in progress. Simon also
highlighted the differences between private and commercial
projects and pointed out that enhancement is as important
as preservation.

Visit to Cambridge, 12th June 2018

King’s College. © Richard Humphrey.

A small band of enthusiastic members visited Cambridge,
returning the Cambridge Blue Badge Guides’ visit to
Stamford in 2016. Our host was guide Liz Hodder, who
entertainingly and informatively led us around the core of
the historic university town. There was then free time to
enjoy the many visual and epicurean attractions.

“Within the Arches” - opening St Leonard’s Priory
for Heritage Open Days, 8th and 9th September 2018

More than 180 people visited St Leonard’s Priory to explore
the site and see inside the ancient remains of this Norman
priory — the oldest building in Stamford. We collected lots of
memories of people who had played around the Priory as
children when the site was overgrown and the Priory in a
bad state of repair.

Members of St Mary’s Schola.

St Mary’s Schola bought the event to a peaceful and
evocative close on Sunday by singing Compline — the final
service, or office, of the monastic day.

“Anne-Marie Evans and the Botanical Art Revival”,
25th September 2018

The life and achievements of Stamford’s world-renowned
botanical artist Anne-Marie Evans were celebrated at a
film premiere screened for members of the Society and the
St Peter’'s Community Group. The film, made by Barbara
Keene and Peter Butler, highlights her extraordinary life
from the perspective of family members, other artists, her
students and friends.

Born in  France, the
daughter of Capt. and Mme
Boillot, Anne-Marie has led
a well-travelled life. After art
school training in England
in the 1950s she turned
away from abstract themes
and became captivated
by botanical art and the
challenges of combining
scientifically accurate
images with aesthetically
pleasing portrayals. After

s researching botanical art
collections she formulated a 5-step method for painting and
has been teaching since the 1980s, notably developing the
first Diploma Course in Botanical Painting in the UK.

Other highlights of her career include writing, with her late
husband artist Donn Evans, “An Approach to Botanical
Painting” (1983), regarded by many as one of the definitive
books on this subject. She also collaborated with the
American textile designer Kaffe Fasset and led the
selection panel that determined paintings to be included in
the “Highgrove Florilegium” for HRH Prince of Wales. Her
awards include an MBE and the Royal Horticultural Society’s
Veitch Memorial Medal.



OFF THE WALL

Eradicating town centre graffiti

The pictures below tell a great success story of how
determination and co-operation have helped to eradicate
the worst graffiti in town. We must thank Society member
Peter Stevens who has been relentless in logging cases of
graffiti and working closely with SKDC to find effective ways
of tackling the problem.

Peter points out that some graffiti is now deemed art but
more usually the word is synonymous with vandalism
and disfigurement of buildings and creates a blot on the
streetscape. He first noticed that this had become a serious
problem in Stamford in 2016 with ‘hot spots’ being Foundry
Lane, the footpath between Wothorpe Road and Stamford

Alleyway between the Station and Wothorpe Road before cleaning.

Graffiti nearer the station.

Station, Barn Hill and Mallory Lane. Narrow lanes and poor
lighting were a contributory factor providing shelter for
culprits at work.

Peter, working with lan Yates, SKDC’s Executive Manager
for Environment and his team, managed to get the majority
of unsightly and often abusive graffiti removed.

SKDC will remove graffiti from public areas and public
buildings but do not routinely remove it from private
property. Peter urges everyone who spots graffiti to report
it to SKDC and also to committee member Paddy Jelen
(paddyjelen@gmail.com).

The wall much improved after cleaning.

Foundry Lane before cleaning.

And after.



TACKLING
TOWN CENTRE ISSUES

The Urban Group review of 2017 concluded with the expectation that the Group would be disbanded and the hope that
the Civic Society would take on responsibility for continuing the good work. | am delighted to report that in fact the Urban
Group has been given a new lease of life with a combination of old and new members full of enthusiasm and commitment

to maintain, enhance and improve our marvellous town centre.

| have recently taken on the role of Chairman of the group following the excellent start given by David Taylor. We are joined
by previous members Graddon Rowlands and Paddy Jelen together with new members Steve Marsh, Tim Lee and Duncan
Lingard with two further new members currently poised to join the team. The Group has been very active during the year
with a combination of projects, researching and lobbying with varying degrees of success.

High Street St Martin’s

Over a long period of time we have been in dialogue with
Lincolnshire County Council Highways, Burghley Estate and
others to resolve the problem of parking on grass verges
and pavements and the extensive damage caused. Our
group fixed temporary notices in the verges and leafletted
vehicles to discourage inconsiderate parking. Recently LCC
has at last painted double yellow lines on the East side and
we anticipate the imminent fixing by Burghley of permanent
timber bollards in the West verge.

Water Street

The Group was keen to create a “flagship” project for the
year and saw the green riverside area along Water Street
as an ideal location for a landscape enhancement project.
Extensive preliminary research and discussions with the
relevant authorities and experts took place and an initial
design idea formulated in readiness for public consultation.
Unfortunately our ideas were not deemed acceptable by
sufficient local residents and the project was cancelled.
Hopefully this area may be re-visited in the future.

Red Lion Square

Members will have noticed that the carriageway across Red
Lion Square is in need of attention. The Yorkstone setts
were laid in 2007 but the lack of simple and inexpensive
maintenance by periodic brushing of fine sand into the joints
has resulted in lateral movement and fracture of a number
of setts. This is the sole reason for the problem, not the
design which is more than adequate and appropriate for
the location. The situation is easily remedied by removal
and re-laying of setts, replacement of broken setts and
regular sanding of joints. Despite this we understand that
LCC are considering removing and disposing of all of the
Yorkstone setts and re-surfacing the carriageway with black
tarmac. This would be very costly and wholly inappropriate
on safety, aesthetic and conservation grounds. The Civic
Society is determined that this should not happen and the
Urban Group is actively lobbying all appropriate groups and
individuals accordingly.

Church floodlighting

We are in the process of arranging permissions and funds to
floodlight the East elevation of St Michael’s Church building
and are in discussion with the Town Council and other
churches about similar floodlighting possibilities.

High Street Olive Tree

With help from Urban Group members and in particular
Duncan Lingard carrying water by bicycle from the river the
olive tree seems to be making a strong recovery! We are
grateful for the help and advice given by John Parrott of the
Olive Grove at Oundle.

Other projects

These include: new street lighting in Horseshoe Lane
to complement new lights in Red Lion Square; new and
improved visitor signage throughout the town centre; a
new survey of cracked, broken and dangerous paving
which is now widespread and needs urgent attention;
and the enhancement of the southern paved area of
Sheepmarket together with attractive permanent bollards
to prevent parking.

Now protected by yellow lines.
Andy Moore
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CELEBRATING
A GREAT STAMFORDIAN

Nelson Ethelred Dawson (1859 — 1941)
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The Civic Society celebrated one of Stamford’s famous
sons by installing a Blue Plaque to Nelson Ethelred Dawson
on May 13th 159 years after his birth. A group of volunteers
sacrificed their Sunday lunches to help erect scaffolding
and marshal pedestrians whilst ceramicist Ned Heywood
MBE fixed the plaque. After carefully researching the
census returns for 1861, 1871 and 1881 together with his
birth certificate the Civic Society substantiated that Nelson
Ethelred Dawson was born on May 5th 1859 at 8.20am at
7 St Mary’s Street. Previously it was thought he was born
at 27 St Mary’s St at the site of the present Stamford Arts
Centre but this proved not to be the case.

Nelson was the son of Edwin Dawson and Emma Annie
Dawson (née Harris) and the eldest of eight children. His
father was a Master Baker. He attended Stamford Grammar
School and remained a member of the Old Stamfordian
Club all his life donating many of his pictures to the school.
Regrettably it now seems that most of these have been lost.
He then studied architecture at 69 Scotgate with Joseph
Corby who designed the Burghley Estate Office on High
Street St Martin’s. This apprenticeship appears to have
nurtured Dawson’s love of painting.



Dawson then moved to London (1885 — 1887) to study
art in South Kensington and subsequently he moved
to Scarborough where he met his wife Edith Robinson,
a Quaker, with whom he would have a very successful
professional as well as marital partnership. They married
in Whitby in 1893. By this time Dawson had moved back
to London.

During the 1880s Dawson was essentially a seascape
painter but by the early 1890s he was also undertaking a
lot of metalwork. It is thought that he trained Edith whereby
he became the designer metal worker and she undertook
the enamelling. In 1901 Nelson, with Edward Spencer,
founded the Artificers’ Guild which was a guild inspired by
the Arts and Crafts Movement (c.1880 — 1920) operating
commercially and also training craftsmen. He described
himself as “metal worker, enameller and designer” for the
Art Workers’ Guild. The Artificers’ Guild archive is currently
held by the Goldsmiths’ Company in London.

Nelson Dawson painting in his studio, 1893. Archive of Art and Design,
AAD 7101-1987. © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Nelson was also a committee member with the Art Workers’
Guild which he joined in 1891. There is no doubt he was an
important craftsman of the Arts and Crafts Movement albeit
one of the lesser recognised ones in comparison to William
Morris, Walter Crane and Charles Rennie Macintosh.

Well known examples of Nelson and Edith’s work are the
bronze organ grille in Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street,
Chelsea, and the trowel and mallet used by Queen Victoria
on her last public appearance laying the foundation stone for
the V&A Museum in 1899. Nelson and Edith also crafted the
casket presented to President Woodrow Wilson prior to the
1919 Versailles Peace Conference and gates for Kingston
upon Hull Guildhall.

Of most relevance to Stamford, the town regalia contains
a silver salver made by the Dawsons in 1903 bearing
Stamford’s Arms and presented to the town in 1904 by
the engineer John Everard. The reverse of the salver is
engraved: “Presented to the Corporation of Stamford on the
completion of the main drainage 1904 by the engineer John
Breedon Everard. Henry Thomas Daniels - Mayor.”

Dawson wrote the “Goldsmiths’ and Silversmiths’ Work”
published by Methuen in 1907. From 1914 he concentrated
on etching and painting. He applied to be appointed an
official war artist during World War | but was unsuccessful.
He died in 1941 at Chiswick and it seems his burial place
is unknown. Edith predeceased him in 1928. They had two
daughters, Rhoda and Mary Ethel.

In the Stamford Museum archival collection there are
a large number of items related to Nelson Dawson.
For further information about this collection contact
sara.basquill@lincolnshire.gov.uk.

Ned Heywood of Heritage Ceramics, Chepstow, who made
and erected the Nelson Dawson Blue Plaque also crafted the
Civic Society’s William Stukeley plaque at 9 Barn Hill. The
Society is very grateful to have received funding from the
Harry Skells Trust to support this project. The project would
never have got off the ground without the kind permission of
the owners of 7 St Mary’s Street.
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IN MY TIME

Gwyneth looks back on her 11 years as Civic Society Chairman

Oh dear! 600 words reviewing my time as Chairman — where do | start? Actually, | don’t; instead I'll pick out some personal

highlights. There’s lots more on our website.

Planning

Planning in the Conservation Area has always been an integral
part of the Society’s remit. Closer relationships with the planners
have helped to make the Society much more influential. We
have helped with local and sometimes expert knowledge, we
respond constructively and we only make a fuss when we think
it is really necessary. In return, we are listened to and our input
has impact. No, we haven’t won all our battles over the years,
but we can take credit for many incremental improvements —
and for stopping a few eyesores.

Awards

We have presented our awards every two years and they
are greatly valued. Categories have included conservation
and renovation, green projects and new builds. | particularly
remember the green space on Church Lane: our award is
still displayed there.

Projects

The sundial on All Saints’ was certainly the hardest
work, but a real favourite of mine is the cleaning up of the
outside of the Bastion, now being maintained by St. Peter’s
Community Group. We have also worked with local schools
to inculcate a sense of pride in our town from an early age.
The Stamford Children’s Town Trail is a memorable example.

STAMFORD CHILDREN"S TOWN TRAIL
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Urban Group

The Urban Group became part of the Society in 2012.
Its renovation of St. Michael's Churchyard was a huge
improvement in the town centre. Among many smaller
projects, the recent work on the Albert Bridge stands out.

Website

In 2006, our website was unloved and poorly maintained.
It has been hugely extended and it is now a proper ‘shop
window’ for the Society, though there is still room for

improvement in our social media presence.
8

Plaques and Information Boards

We have installed two blue plaques and four more information
boards in the town since 2007. Nearly every time | walk past
St. Michael’'s Churchyard, somebody is reading our board.
Very satisfying!

Annual Reviews and Newsletters

Our bi-monthly newsletter was started in 2013; it has been
an excellent way of keeping members up to date. 2018 will
see the printing of our fifth Annual Review; the high quality
of these publications is confirmed by a recent request for
copies from the copyright libraries, reflecting great credit on
our editors and contributors.

Events

While the Society has a serious purpose, that does not exclude
having fun. The website lists almost 100 events in my time
as Chairman: the variety is amazing. Two very different talks
stand out for me: David Ellis on Collyweston slate, especially
his pictures of working conditions in the 1960s; and Elizabeth
Inman on what it takes to put on the Burghley Horse Trials. Our
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Stamford becoming the
first Conservation Area is a happy memory.

| have been delighted to see our summer party at St.
Leonard’s Priory so well attended every year. | hope the
next Chairman has as much luck in keeping the rain away!

And finally,

Anything that we have achieved has been a group effort, with
major contributions of time and expertise from committee
members, the planning subcommittee and the urban group,
not forgetting Orlando Rock, who became President when
| became Chairman. Without all of them and our members,
we wouldn’t be here today.

Gwyneth Gibbs



RECOGNISING THE BEST

We depend on the commitment, skill and dedication of many
people to keep Stamford looking good — as befits the first
Conservation Area. We value the contributions of impressive
craftsmen, the determination of owners and architects to
create notable buildings, the attractive displays and fittings
that shop owners produce within the constraints of caring for
old buildings and the beautiful green spaces made possible

Restoration

Jill Armstrong has enhanced Stamford’s heritage by the
imaginative restoration of the former bookshop in St. George’s
Street so that it now forms a lovely house.

Protecting Stamford
lan Campbell OBE has tirelessly worked to protect Stamford’s
heritage in founding Stamford! Protect Our Green Space.

Enhancing Stamford

David Dunn’s inspirational creation of the magnificent display
of old photographs along Harrison & Dunn’s shopfront in
Mallory Lane attracts visitors and residents alike.

Ann Ellis’ relentless determination to relaunch Stamford in
Bloom galvanised many volunteers to enhance Stamford’s
green spaces and was successful in getting a silver award
in the East Midlands in Bloom competition.

John Regis of Stamford Pressure Washing has carried out
meticulous work in keeping the Albert Bridge in pristine
condition in his own time and at his own expense.

The St Peter’'s Community Group has untiringly maintained
the highest standards of appearance in the St Peter’s area,
particularly St Peter’s Green and the Bastion on West Street.

by the many volunteers who spend time and effort on planting
and maintaining these areas.

Every two or three years the Society asks its members to
suggest developments and refurbishments in the town that
should be noted and celebrated. This has been an outstanding
year and our winners are as wide-ranging as ever.

Michael Thurlby has improved the Crown Hotel and Paten
& Co pub in the Red Lion Square area by restoring historic
facades and enhancing them with lovely floral displays.

Architecture and Design

Simon Harris of Harris McCormack Architects has made
impressive contributions to Stamford’s streetscape through
the creation of innovative buildings in Stamford, particularly
in Marshall's Yard and Priory Road.

Special award

John Smith BEM FSA - a lifetime award for his never
ceasing efforts in researching, communicating and advising
on Stamford’s rich architectural history.




FROM THE ARCHIVES:

A pedestrian’s first impressions of Stamford

In the 2002 Newsletter John Plumb,
the Chairman of the Civic Society,
describes meeting a visitor from the Civic
Trust at the Railway Station and walking
from there to the centre of Stamford,
recounting their experiences. In the light
of developments that have taken place
since (the controversial Gateway Project
for example) it is worth re-visiting this
article and commenting on what these
experiences were.

Arriving at the top of Castle Dyke they found
thatthey were being actively discouraged from
crossing the road: “no obvious place to cross”
and “cars coming at you in all directions....”
This is now addressed by the pedestrian
crossing, although this is more accessible
if coming from the bus station. They then
proceeded to Sheepmarket where they found it “full of parked
cars on loose or missing cobbles...."with “signage not clear
as to whether to proceed towards a lane by the Post Office
van storage or try to the right up Castle Street”.

Sheepmarket - no longer full of

This would seem to be one area that has been
improved considerably — Sheepmarket is
now (mostly) car and van free and a pleasant
entry to the town although signage is still
very limited.

They then commented on Horseshoe Lane
through visitors’ eyes: “surely not....the way
to see England’s finest stone town?” Arriving
in Red Lion Square: “more parked cars, cars
coming at you in many directions — whatever
happened to the idea of public squares
attractively laid out now seen in many towns?”
While Horseshoe Lane still leaves much to
be desired the issue of Red Lion Square has
been addressed and although not perfect it is
much better than as described here.

parked cars. © Dave Baxter

The main problem was seen as the pedestrian
route into the town and this, it was argued, could be addressed
“by the reclamation as public spaces of both Red Lion Square
and Sheepmarket”. To a great extent this is what the Gateway
Project successfully achieved.

Mike Sockett

THE WIDER PICTURE:

National civic issues

Conservation Areas are increasingly at risk as local authorities
look to save money by reducing resources necessary for their
protection. England has over 10,000 Conservation Areas but
a recent report by Civic Voice, the national charity for the civic
movement in England, found that 512 were at risk and there
were at least 1000 areas where there was no professional
Conservation Officer. Historic England’s ‘Heritage at Risk’
register shows that 10% of the nation’s heritage at risk is in a
designated Conservation Area.

Civic Voice’s research demonstrated that reduced
resources within a local authority often prevented effective
management of the historic environment, leading to lack of
or weak enforcement against planning breaches. Every local
authority is required to undertake and update as required
a survey of Conservation Areas within their boundaries,
highlighting current condition, threats and trends and put
in place plans to address issues. When this does not
happen it is more likely that an area will be deemed ‘at risk’.
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A key finding was that Conservation Areas with strong
community support are more much more likely to be in
good condition than those without. Local knowledge and
expertise can be of enormous help to local authorities in the
active management of Conservation Areas. We are lucky in
Stamford that there is active community involvement in caring
for our town and support from local government.

For more information see “What is the future for our
Conservation Areas” published on Civic Voice’'s website
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/

Member of



THE NEAR FUTURE -
BLAND OR INSPIRING?
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The South Kesteven Local Plan, still in draft but almost
certain to be approved, tells us that provision has been
made in Stamford for a major development over the next 15
or so years of some 2000 houses to the North and North-
East of the present limits of the town. There will be other
considerably smaller developments as well, of course, but
this one development will have a greater effect on our town
than anything else that has happened in many generations.
Encouragingly, the Local Plan speaks of “envisaging a high
quality development (with) its own distinctive character
while allowing the essential character of Stamford to be
preserved”. But getting from the aspiration to the reality is
beset with hazards.

Generally, once planning permission is granted, the large
nationally-known developers want their developments to
be completed, sold, and the money in the bank in a much
shorter span than 15 years; think perhaps more in terms
of 3-5 years. However, there is much empirical evidence
that the longer a development takes from start to finish the
more diversity and character it is likely to have. (In extremis,
consider Stamford itself where the more visually interesting
parts of the town grew over centuries.)

Further, those developments which have attracted the most
lasting acclaim have almost inevitably been the work of
many individual architects rather than of a team producing
variations on four or five ‘standard’ designs. “All very well”,
| hear you say, but the need for houses and the economics
of producing them is such in the modern world that what we
might call the ‘big estate’ approach is bound to prevail. The
exceptions all tend to be in very expensive estates offering
an exclusivity which only a tiny fraction of the population will
ever be able to afford, what we might call the Moor Park or
the Bradenham Beeches end of the spectrum.

Poundbury - a pastiche, but appreciated. © Des Blenkinsopp

“Not necessarily or even inevitable”, some will respond, “what
about the Poundburys, the Nansledans and the Knockroons”.
Each started with a masterplan and a set of guiding principles but
also a determination to have a wide diversity of designs, and to
include work units, a high street, civic amenities and interesting
public spaces within a street plan itself embracing variety, rather
than the predictable lay-out so beloved of so many estates of the
recent past. All three had the Prince of Wales as progenitor which
immediately makes them suspect to some, necessarily lacking
in architectural merit, and no more than pastiche. However,
the people who live in them hugely appreciate the qualities this
approach has brought and find it ‘life enhancing’ which can’t be
said of many of the estates of the 70s, 80s, and 90s. Moreover,
the main tenets of the message have been heard loud and clear
elsewhere and repeated, albeit not slavishly, in developments
such as Great Kneighton and Accordia. Perhaps most important
for the further spread of such practices is that house values in
such places have generally outstripped those on more traditional
‘beige estates’.

One part of me is tempted to ‘sign off’ with the somewhat
negative thought that what the people of Stamford might wish
for will have little bearing on what is actually built as in the end
the developers will make all the decisions. Against that, | am
encouraged by the thought that the Planning Policy Framework
now calls for ‘good design’ and gives the Planning Authority
powers to pursue it. Perhaps more important is that the land
in question is owned by people who, | believe, have the town’s
interests at heart.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if Stamford joined the ranks of those
towns with a truly eye-catching, maybe even ‘award-winning’,
new suburb. It is probably asking too much to hope that it would
attract visitors in years to come in the same way that the town
centre now does. But hope does apparently spring eternal!

Peter Stean
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

We cannot thank Gwyneth Gibbs enough for her enthusiasm, determination and hard work over the past 11 years as the
Society’s Chairman. Gwyneth stood down at the AGM and the Society welcomed a new Chairman — Jim Mason, who will

introduce himself to members over the coming months.

Gwyneth Gibbs

Gwyneth read Astronomy at UCL,
then worked briefly for GCHQ, where
she was introduced to computers,
and stayed in the industry first as
a programmer, later as a senior
manager, until she retired in 2006,
when the move to Stamford took place. The daughter of two
history graduates, inevitably she always had an interest in
history and joining the Civic Society seemed a logical move.
The Society’s web site needed a major update and she took
that on. In 2007, she was asked to stand as Chairman ...
and then followed 11 very productive years for the Society.

Sadly we also have to say goodbye, and to thank, Committee
members who stood down at the AGM: Martin Lander, our
Treasurer, who has kept the Society’s finances in good order
for the last three years and Mike Sockett who has taken on
numerous activities over the last 11 years, and has always
been the first to volunteer when help is needed. Not the
least of his successes has been providing excellent drinks
and the sound system for Society events.

We were delighted to welcome several new people on to
the Committee in 2017.

David Langridge

David Langridge was educated
at the Royal School Armagh and
Trinity College Dublin where he read
Geography as a Natural Science. He
became a secondary teacher in Dublin
and then went on to lecture in the
Education Department of University
College Cork while at the same time working for his PhD
in Education.

*
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David came to live in Stamford with his wife Pat in 1994
having previously lived and worked for 17 years in Ramsey,
Cambridgeshire, as Headmaster of Ramsey Abbey. After a
further two years commuting from Stamford to Ramsey he
took early retirement from the Abbey and secured a position
directing the Education Service for the Falkland Island
Government, a post which he held for almost five years
before returning to Stamford.

After four years as Secretary of St Peter's Community Group
David took over from Melanie Sockett as Secretary of the
Stamford Civic Society in October 2017.
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Andrew Moore

After qualifying as a Chartered :
Accountant with Thornton Baker, |
worked for Ruberoid for a couple of
years as a Financial Controller and
then as a management consultant
for five years with Touche Ross in
France in Ferney-Voltaire where
| worked on the liquidation of IOS (Investors Overseas
Services).The last 25 years of my working life were spent
with Central Wool Growers Ltd in Uffington Road where
| started as Financial Controller then became Finance
Director and eventually retired as Managing Director
in 2005.

After retirement, | was an SKDC district councillor for six
years and a New College governor for five years. | have
also been a member of Stamford Vision and The Stamford
Town Partnership.

Currently | am a Trustee of Truesdale Hospital, Treasurer of
the Grantham and Stamford Conservative Association and a
Trustee of the Central Wool Growers Ltd Pension Scheme.
| have also had two spells as Treasurer of Rutland County
Golf Club’s Seniors Section.

I’'m hoping | will be able to put my business and financial
skills to good use for the benefit of the Civic Society.

Andy Moore
Originally from Sheffield | moved
to Stamford 6 years ago having
previously lived in Market Deeping for
over 30 years.

All of my working life has been in
construction initially as a Quantity
Surveyor and for over 20 years as Managing Director of a
local Groundworks and Civil Engineering company before
retiring last Christmas at 60.

My interests include travelling, walking, trekking, DIY and
sport, particularly football, and | have a long association
with Deeping Rangers FC, have been Chairman of Deeping
Sports and Social Club for over 16 years and am a season
ticket holder at Sheffield United!

| have joined the Civic Society Committee and Urban Group
to add my enthusiasm and construction experience to
helping maintain and improve Stamford.



REVIEWING OUR FINANCES

The main item in these accounts (that run from 1st August
2017 to 31st July 2018) was the expenditure on the very
successful exhibition commemorating the 50th anniversary of
the Conservation Area which took place in September last
year, and was therefore much celebrated at last year’s AGM.
The outlay on the boards and the reception on 28 September
2017 is included in these accounts. We had received £500 in
sponsorship which featured in last year’s figures.

And a snapshot of October 2017 —

TOTAL
MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS

210 22

EXPENDITURE
ON ANNUAL
A IAYY

£596

RESERVES
(INCLUDING THE
URBAN GROUP)

£8,976

* this figure is approximate as many applications need to be discussed more than once, as changes are made to plans.

PLANNING
APPLICATIONS
DEALT WITH

63* 6 6

Otherwise we have made contributions from the Built
Heritage Fund, which actually has few restrictions on the way
it is spent, towards the new blue plaque for Nelson Dawson
and the Mallory Lane boards, although £4,500 of that was
a cheque received from the Skells Trust immediately paid
out again to Harrison & Dunn. The carried forward balances
reflect those items of expenditure, but overall the finances of
the Society remain strong with adequate reserves.

Martin Lander

October 2018 in facts and figures

EXPENDITURE
ON PROJECTS

£872

SUBSCRIPTIONS
& DONATIONS

£1,950

NEWSLETTERS
ISSUED

EVENTS
ORGANISED

Many people contribute time, effort and skills to help the Civic Society. We would especially like to thank:

Peter Stevens for his tireless work on the Society’s behalf which this year includes getting graffiti removed and a major
contribution to the picture gallery project in Mallory Lane.

Paul Eastwood for all his creative work in designing the Society’s publicity material, information boards and much more.

Dave Baxter for all his photographic and digitisation work that has enabled the beauties of Stamford to be widely appreciated.

Geoffrey Lawrance and Gil Langley who have both generously allowed the Society to publish fascinating images of
Stamford from years past.

Duncan Lingard of the Society’s Urban Group, who has regularly collected water from the river to keep the olive tree at the
East end of High Street well-watered.

Anabel Morris for her help in running our events and providing the catering for the summer party at St Leonard’s Priory.

David Goodinson of Browne’s Hospital, who always ensures that the Common Room is well arranged for our meetings and
provides a glorious fire in the winter.

Andrew Beeson for providing a wonderful meeting space for the Committee in his offices at Cobblestone Yard.



Contact us at:

Stamford Civic Society
The Secretary

3 Exeter Court
Stamford

Lincolnshire PE9 2PF

Email: info@stamfordcivicsociety.org.uk

You can find out more information about the Society’s activities from its website
www.stamfordcivicsociety.org.uk, or by visiting St John’s Church (St John’s Street) where
display boards illustrate recent projects. If you are interested in becoming a member of
Stamford Civic Society you can apply via the Society’s website or contact the Secretary.

You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

You can find a wide range of splendid images of Stamford from the 1870s, early
1900s and 1950/60s newly placed on the Society’s website this year:

Ellis Miles’ pictures of Stamford from the late 1950s and early 60s. These include
fascinating views of an unpedestrianised High Street, car-free roads and many other
period details. The pictures have been generously supplied by Mr Geoffrey Lawrance,
Ellis Miles’ cousin, and scanned for our website by Dave Baxter. Mr Lawrance is the owner
of the photographs and we are most grateful to him for giving permission for them to be
published. Ellis Miles was born in Stamford in 1919. He spent most of his career as an
industrial designer and worked on the Festival of Britain, taught at Leeds College of Art
and then was in charge of British Rail’'s corporate design, everything from lettering to the
interiors of railway carriages. He retired to Easton-on-the-Hill in 1981. He was a founder
member of the Society, editing its newsletter and working with the London Civic Trust. He
died in 2006.

Selected images from an 1870s photograph album and the Dolby Bros. publication “Picturesque
Stamford”, dating from the first decade of the 20th century. We are very grateful to the owner
of these items, Gil Langley, who has kindly given permission for these pictures to be shown on
the Society website, and to Dave Baxter who digitised them.

Civic Society note cards: The Society has produced a range of note cards, blank
inside for use on all occasions, illustrated with images of special places in Stamford
by the artist Karen Neale. The A6 (105%x148 mm) cards are sold in sets of 6 at £5.00.
A set comprises two cards each of three different cover images and comes with
envelopes. You can purchase the sets of note cards by contacting Andrew Moore by
email treasurer@stamfordcivicsociety.org.uk, telephone 01780 751620, or by post at
15 Ryhall Road, Stamford PE9 1UB.
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